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monopoly of women ! The beauty of the written characters
trains the taste in the appreciation and creation of beauty
in visible form.

The Chinese culture is essentially a humanist one. It
has great respect for personality. If equality of opportunity
is the essential feature of democracy, China has had it for
centuries. There are no castes of priests or warriors and
even distinctions of rich and poor have been fluid. The
officers are selected on grounds of proficiency in knowledge
tested by public examinations.

There was a sort of political unity from the beginning,
though it tfas quite loose. The Provinces had a very large
measure of autonomy and were administered by officers
appointed by the Central authority. The foreign con-
querors like the Tartars and the Manchus adopted completely
the manners and customs, the ideas and beliefs of the Chinese.

The Chinese civilization is not an urban one. The
Chinese did not develop city states with their urge for com-
merce and exploitation. Three-fourths of the people live
on farms. The civilization is essentially an agricultural one.
Beef is taboo and cow's milk is not usually taken. As the
system of manuring the lands resulted in a general pollution
of water, the Chinese took to the habit of drinking boiled
water which is a protection against water-borne diseases.
To render boiled water agreeable to the taste, tea was dis-
covered. Advanced countries of Europe started trading
with China for tea and silk. China exported tea, silk and
porcelain and got in return opium ! The Chinese inventioas
of paper and printing and the discovery of the magnetic
compass quickened the life of Europe at the beginning of
the Renaissance. In his Outline of History H. G. Wells
claims that it was China's gift of the secret of paper-
making and printing-that made possible the wide diffusion
of knowledge that resulted in the European Renaissance/

Contact with the West in recent centuries has resulted
in a serious loss of face, economic servitude and political
subservience. The Great Powers interfered with the